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welcome! 

We are proudly presenting you the 9th edition of our  

beloved magazine “School Rocks”, fully created by  

and for our brilliant students under the guidance  

of their inspiring English teachers. 

By tradition, we would like to  dedicate this edition to 

all students, parents and teachers who participated in  

The Christmas Charity Fair organized by ‘Scoala Mea’  

High School on 16th December2016.  

Together we tried to bring hope to the less fortunate  

children from various childcare institutions such as:   

“Casa Iosif” Orphanage – Bucharest, The Day and Night  

Shelter for Street Children – sector 5, The Center for  

Children with Disabilities – sector 5, The “Henri Coanda”  

Rezidential Center for Children – Bacau, and  

The Association “Speranta pentru tine”.   

Ciprian – Petre Bibic  

‘School Rocks’ Magazine Coordinator 
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Clubs Time! 
By Anastasia Gorea 

 

This is the first year that Scoala Mea has clubs. Only Classes 5-7 have clubs every Friday from 

3:05-4:30. It is a lot of fun! We got to choose from a variety of clubs. Here is the list of Clubs we 

were offered:  

 Athletics 

 Cooking 

 Dance Show 

 History 

 Football 

 Poetry 

 School Band 

 Theatre/Drama 

 Table Tennis 

 Trivia 
 

When the second semester starts, we can change clubs. What a great experience! 

If you think that poetry is boring, you haven’t discovered our poetry club! We write poems and 
songs with our teacher Cameron Brunke! We do a lot of things, for example listening to music, 
playing games, and more.    

A student, Karina, says ‘It is the best club I’ve ever experienced!’ 

Here is a poem by me that I wrote during clubs: 

             Untitled  
 
Saw a girl’s appearance  
On a blank white paper . 
Beige skin color with 
A tear on a sad face. 
Her powerful sadness turns day 
To night, love to hate and happiness to sadness. 
Don’t do a thing with happiness 
Or a smile  
You will be trapped  
Inside her demonic world. 
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Some Quotes about Clubs 

History club is a very interesting club. We watch a lot of videos and have great projects. I did 

one about the history of mobile phones. Also, we studied WWII weapons and important people 

which was really interesting! 

 - Eric, Class 6B 

 

At the Trivia Club we play lots of great games. You can 

learn a lot of different facts about different things. There 

are also competitions between teams. Bring a white t-

shirt with you and at the end of the year it will have bright 

colours on it! Ilove it so much!  

-Amelia, Class 6B 

 

Ping Pong is so much fun because we play and get to know each other better!  

-Daria, Class 5A 
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ENGLISH WEEK 
                                       By Dominic Belcea 
The fourth year of our cross-curricular English Week has again come and gone. This year's 

theme was Dreams. Teachers of Classes 5-12 based special classroom activities on this theme 

all through the week of 

October 31st to November 

4th.  This year's special 

competition project was for 

students to work together 

and create their own short 

films based on the idea of 

Dreams. There were some 

outstanding entries!  

Over the past four years, 

English Week, as well as the 

other cross-curricular weeks, 

has really become a staple 

event of semester one. While 

the Primary School is 

enjoying their well earned 

holiday, our secondary school has the opportunity to participate in the riddle filled Passport 

Hunt, shop at the different book stalls, 

participate in specially planned 

classroom events, and, of course, 

compete in the project 

competitions. Although there are 

normal lessons during this time, 

English Week has created a rather 

uniquely relaxed environment for 

students and teachers alike.  

 

 

Passport Hunt Riddle 
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This year's event had many fantastic moments. A few of the great Dreams based classroom 

activities that were run during English Week include 20 Amazing Facts About Dreams, My 

Dream Earth!, How to Interpret Dreams, and writing new lyrics for Abba's song entitled 'I have a 

Dream'. Excellent stuff!  Outside of the classroom, every morning at 9:35, students participated 

in the much anticipated Passport Hunt game. Students worked together with their classmates 

to answer riddles shown on the TV. The first class to guess the correct answer got the most 

points. This years' winning classes were 10 (1st), 7A (2nd), 6B (3rd).  And last but not least, The 

Short Film Competition. There were 9 different video entries by 6 different classes. All videos 

were available for viewing on YouTube. Students, teachers, an even parents were given the 

chance to vote for their favorite video and the winner of the People's Choice Award.  Here's the 

complete list of winning entries:  

Socks by Antonia Voicu Most Original Idea 

My Cat Is A Gangster by Matei Baciu, Matei 
Radu-Vasilescu, Marius Cosma People's Choice Award 

Nightmare by Luca Prediger Best Editing 

Lost by Sebastion Florea, Diana Marinca, 
Dominic Belcea, Teodor Baraian Best Director 

 

The cameraman and editor of the short movie “Lost” said it was an incredible experience 

filming in the woods on a cold autumn day with no proper preparation: “It’s a lot more fun than 

you’d expect”. Diana, one of the stars of the movie, said that it was a hard place to reach: ”I got 

off at the wrong stop…TWICE.” 

The next cross-curricular week, Science Week, will be from February 27th to March 3rd. We 

can't wait to see what the next theme and project will be!   
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H o u s e  G a m e s  

The Olympics 

 

The start of the first full year of 

having the House System at 

Scoala Mea was celebrated 

with a special edition of House 

Games: The Olympics. Classes 

1-12 participated in this even 

which was held at Herastrau 

Park.  

The types of games that 

Houses competed in were 

Teddy Archery (my favorite), 

the Rubber Chicken Bucket 

Toss, and Egg Run Relay, 

Broom Curling, and more! The games were all very original and challenging because we had 

never played them before!  

Madalina, one of our beloved English Teachers, stated that she thought the Tug-of-War was her 

favorite: "It was so exciting to see everyone working together like that!" 
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 The next edition of the House Games will be at the end of the year. It's a great opportunity for 

House to take the lead and win the House Cup.   
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Scoala Mea Football 
By Matei Radu-Vasilescu 

 
This is us. The Scoala of M.E.A. FC Squad! This year I joined the football team of our school. We 

had practice once a week. We were getting ready for the HOPE CUP! The teams competing for 

the Hope Cup were three: Genesis School, Little London and, of course, Scoala M.E.A.  

As we entered the pitch we were shaking. We were inpatient to play! The first match we won 7-

2! The goals were scored by  X4 MATEI VASILE ( striker) ; X2 ALEX PORTNOI ( winger) ; X1 

ORLANDO ROHNEAN ( goalkeeper ) I know it's kind of crazy that even the goalkeeper scored!  

The second match Little London played Genesis School. They ended up equalizing 5-5. 

The Scoala M.E.A. squad was scared of Little London! As soon as the match started we were 

“studying "their game. I was upset that I didn't score in the first match, so I decided to score as 

many goals as I could! 

The third match began, and I was excited about that final.  

As long as I had the ball I passed it to MATEI VASILE and we passed the ball back and forth until 

we reached the opposite box. I was fouled and we gained a penalty. I wanted to score so badly, 

but ALEX PORTNOI wanted to score as well, so I let him score that one, and he did! I was very 

happy but still wasn't happy enough!  

The first half was done, and the second half had begun. The ball was glued to my feet and when 

I aimed for the goal the keeper just saved it from the top bins! We gained a corner and finally 

ALEX MOCANU passed the ball to me and I scored a left footed volley! Next, we scored a couple 

goals and we conceded 2 goals. And then I scored two goals and we ended up winning 8-2 in 

the HOPE CUP FINAL. It was an amazing experience and two great matches! 
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Student Assemblies  
By Eva Lepadatu 

 
The purpose of assemblies is to spend time as a school community 

while learning in a fun, engaging student-focused setting. 

For a 3rd year in a row now Scoala Mea 

has had monthly student assemblies.  In 

the past, assemblies have been focused 

on international holidays and 

celebrations; however, this year, things 

have changed. Assemblies are now 

designed around countries and the 

cultural activities unique to that country. 

So far, our Assemblies have included foods, dances, and famous people from Italy, Great 

Britain, and Sweden.  

Some of the previous assemblies from past included such holidays as Chinese New Year, Cinco 

de Mayo, and Dr. Seuss Day. Quite the variety! Students put a lot of work into their 

presentations: dance routines, singing, lanterns, and even food! Students earned a lot of House 

Points for the Houses.  

This year, to change things up a bit, 

we've decided to focus more on 

countries rather than individual 

celebrations. The first assembly, in 

October, was about Italy and was 

presented by Class 8. They did a 

wonderful job! There was an informative 

video about Italy, a Power Point quiz, 

and even a song sung by our student in  
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Italian! Also, we had a rather exciting new game: Get To Know Me! The purpose of the activity 

was to see how much students knew about their teachers. Some of the guesses were really 

bizarre!  

The upcoming for assemblies for the rest of this academic year include the following countries: 

Australia, France, Hawaii (USA), South Korea, and Germany. We are sure those presentations 

will be outstanding!  

Eva a student from class 6B thinks that her favorite assembly was about Sweden. Eva said that 

she was impressed by "the performance of the class’." 

Anastasia’s favorite assembly was the one with Get To Know Me: "I really liked it because it was 

really fun and every one enjoined it.’’  
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Career Choices 
By Sebastion Florea 

 

This is now our 2nd year of having the Career Choices 

program for secondary school students. The program was 

first conceived in order assist students in both their choice 

of future career paths and their selection of universities. 

Guest speakers are an essential part of Career Choices 

meetings. They provide real world experience and practical 

advice in the form of presentations and question/answer 

time.  

Last year, the first year of the program, we had and 

architect, a dentist, and also private practicing 

psychotherapists visit our school. These professions were 

chosen in order to best provide us students with some 

advice from professionals in the fields that we might be interested in. Some of us are going to 

study architecture after graduating, so this was a great help!  

For Semester 1 we had one of our very own parents come and talk to us about the world of 

business in Romania. In fact, it was my very own father! A bit awkward, but very helpful. He 

spoke to Classes 10 and 11 about the perspective needed to have a good business mindset. He 

also talked about his views on the future of technology and business regarding Romania and 

the EU.  

Diana, a student in Class XI enjoyed “quite the whole of it”. She appreciated the fact that it 

made her “more aware of what the future could hold” for her. Tedy, her classmate, stated that 

after the event he was inspired: “if you have imagination you can do anything in life” was the 

quote that stuck best with him.   

Our next guest speaker will be in Semester 2, 

and we can’t wait to see who it might be. I hope 

it someone from the IT world, as I am very 

interested in programming.  
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Actions speak louder than words 

                      By Alexia Dragan, 5B 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Fair has always been a magical moment to me.  My school decided 
to help children in orphanages.  

 

So , on  the December 16th on a beautiful winter day , students, teachers, 
parents, grandparents , friends gathered in LTSM and they supported the event. 

 

The place was as crowded as I expected it to be. 

The day it was a huge success.  

 

Never before had I realised how much could be achieved through cooperation . 
We not only managed to achieve our aim but also strengthened our sense of 
community spirit .  

All those which participated in the LTSM sponsored orphanages were left with a 
feeling that almost anything can be achieved through community effort . 

 

Participating in this event also gave me a sense of personal satisfaction for 
having helped , in however small a way to ,,save another human being's life ''. 

 

 This moving experience actually effected my future . 

This feeling is indescribable in words but i will still answer why i think this happens to me or people in general. I think 
the answer lies in how does one draws meaning in to one's life. Such instances of unconditional help gives our existence 
meaning and reaffirms our faith in humanity. 

I also believe that the roots and foundations of humans are goodness . 

I also feel thankful while helping others. I am thankful that I can help those who need help. 

These are my reasons to help others : 

-to feel precious: because the 'help' itself is valuable 

-to feel necessary: because act of 'helping' makes me useful 

I am glad that you have chosen to help others and that's what is creating all the difference to your life.  

,,How far that little candle throws 
his beams! 

So shines a good deed in a weary 

world.’’– William Shakespeare 

“If you want others to be happy, practice 
compassion. If you want to be happy, 
practice compassion.” – Dalai Lama 

 

Reality is only seen when the mirror is clean 
. 
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Duca Maria,5 B says 

The Christmas Fair was a special 
moment. While it brought us 
together, we also helped a lot of 
people. We were really happy 
because we got the chance to 
help people and also make it 
around Christmas. We could say it 
was a Christmas Miracle, right? 

While some of us were selling 
sweets and decorations, others 
were walking around the 
cafeteria along with the most 
creative trays and also some little 
sample sweets. I don’t think I can 
possibly explain how excited and 
happy we were at the end of this 
Christmas Fair just because of the 
chance to help others and 
because of the amount of money 
we raised. 

Personally, I was completely 
overwhelmed and shook with the 

kids’ reactions when we arrived to 
their shelter and how happy and 
grateful they were with just one 
bag of candies. Then again, they 
made me realize that we should 
be grateful for another day on 
Earth and for all the good 
opportunities and chances we get 
in life. 

       Kokonozi Iva, 5 B says: 

‘This year I” ve lived a unique 
experience with my family and 
my friends. My class and created 
the atmosphere of the Christmas 
Spirit in our school. While some 
of us were preparing the food, 
other students were buying and 
having fun. ‘ 
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CHRISTMAS FAIR 
by Valcea Theodor, 5 B 
 
Let me share with you my experience about the Christmas Fair of 

2016.In order to prepare for the fair we put the sweets and the 

handmade Christmas decorations on our stand. Each of us had a job 

that he or she had to respect. What can I say, we were perfect! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Christmas  Fair was very crowded, because all the children wanted to 
have memories from it. They went to our stand, being so happy because 
the Christmas Eve was approaching. They came with big smiles on their 
faces, whiling to buy  lots of sweets and food. I enjoyed selling and also 
buying food and Christmas decorations! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The fair was organised for the little poor children from the orphanages, who 
need some presents and some kindness from the ones who have and can give them. 
We hope that we made them happy, if not for more,  just for one day.  
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Keep calm and get ready for your  

Cambridge exams! 
A: What is your main piece of advice on preparing for the FCE exam? 

C: In my opinion,it is important do to your homework and try speaking in English with other people, or 

even by yourself, in order to improve your accent, become confident and don’t panic when the exam 

pops out. 

A: What was your experience with the exam? 

C: I really enjoyed the preparation part. However, it was a 

bit scary when I was in the exam room, but I managed to 

calm down and do my best. I loved the experience, even 

though it came with ups and downs.  

A: If you could change anything for the exam, what would 

that be? 

C: Honestly, I wouldn’t change anything about the exam 

because it was a wonderful and unique experience and it 

proved me that exams aren’t that scary.  

A: What was the most difficult part for you? 

C: The most difficult part for me was the speaking exam, 

but not because I wasn’t good at it, just because I knew I 

would get very excited and lose my words! When I first 

entered the room, I was scared for a moment or two, my 

mind went blank… However, I gained my confidence 

back as I started sharing thoughts and answering the 

questions.  

A: And the easiest one? 

C: It was writing, because I love writing stories…I loved 

the topic of it and I let my imagination flow.  

A: Back to the speaking part, how were the examiners?  

C: The examiners were kind, supportive, and they lightened up the exam feeling.  

A: Thank you, Catinca, and congratulations for your result! 

C: I’m keeping my fingers crossed for you and your colleagues!  

 

By Catinca Ioneci (8B) and AnahitaPoorsafar-Jahromi (7A) 
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TRINITY 4: A GREAT EXPERIENCE OR A BURDEN? 

 

 

 

 

 Interview between Luca Alexandru (5 B) a student who has already passed level4 and 

Tamara Boaca (4 A), a student who is curious about the content and the approach of this grade. 

  

Tamara (nervous)-Hello, my name is Tamara and today I am going to ask you about 
Trinity level 4, since this year I would like to sit this exam. So, was he or she nice to 
you? 
 
Luca(relaxed)- Well, the examiner won't be the same every year. One year, you can 
meet an examiner who can be nice, tell jokes, laugh and encourage you, but you can 
also meet a grumpy and bad examiner, like I did in the third grade, who doesn't 
encourage you at all. Last year, for example, I met a very nice examiner who helped 
me pass this exam differently. 
 
T: The second question, were the questions hard? 
L: Well, at Trinity level four you don't get so many questions because YOU have to 
ask and lead the conversation based on a subject that you prepare several days before, 
so you are the main part of the exam. At grades 3,2,and 1, the examiner asks 
questions and you answer. 
 
T: The third question is ' What questions did you ask her?' 
L: Well, we talked about being on stage and playing the piano and I asked her if she 
had ever been on stage or done something publicly. 
 
T: Can you describe the Trinity exam in one word? 
L: That's a very good question because the Trinity exam has many characteristics, but if 
I were to choose one, that is naturalness, or in two words, being natural. 
 
T: Did you enjoy the Trinity exam? 
L: Of course I did, and I think everybody did because it's not that type of exam in 
which you have to answer some questions, you're scared, you're nervous, you just have 
to go there and talk. Easy like that. Freely. 
 
T: Thank you very much, you've been so helpful! 
L: Good luck! 
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CREATIVE WRITING 
STUDENTS’ PROJECTS - BNC and OPTIONAL COURSES



23 

 

THE GREAT EIFFEL TOWER 

By Leonid Lupascu, 4 B 

Once upon a time, there was a little boy in 

Paris named Richard. He was sad because 

when he was sleeping at night he had 

terrible and horrible nightmares. The thing was that his friends had 

nightmares too. 

Once, while Richard was coming back from school, he heard a strange 

noise which made him frightened. He looked on the left, he looked on the 

right. Suddenly he saw a cute box with two eyes. He stroke the little box 

and a terrible monster appeared! Oh no, it was the monster of his 

nightmares! " Hahaha...you think you are smart?" said the monster.  

Richard tried to run out."I am the powerful monster of nightmares! I don`t 

like good things!", said the monster again. 

When Richard heard that he got courage and they started to fight , the 

little boy and the giant monster. Richard 

remembered what the monster said that he 

didn`t like the good things. So he decided to 

put a beautiful toy horse under the monster.  

" Nooooo!!!" shouted the creature. 

The monster tried to run but a loudly 

BOOOM exploded and instead of the 

monster there appeared a great, beautiful 

and tall tower, The Eiffel Tower! 

Now, Richard is happy and no frightened 

anymore. He told his story to his friends so 

they got brave too and excited about the 

happy end of the story. No more frightened 

kids, only good and beautiful things and 

dreams!  
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TRASH – BY ANDY MULLIGAN 

Book review 

The name of my book review is Trash. The 

author of this book is no-one but Andy 

Mulligan, which is an English writer, best 

known for young-adult fiction. The release 

date of this book is 2010. 

The major characters in this book are 

Raphael, Gardo and Rat, which are all 

dumpsite boys, meaning that they work at 

the dumpsite. They don`t have anything, 

because they are really poor. They have no 

families, and they live in miserable places. 

They pick garbage every day, and they think 

that they will do this forever. But this 

changed one “unlucky-lucky” day, when 

Raphael was sorting the trash. He found 

something very special and mysterious, 

which belonged to an important person. So 

he decides to keep it, and at that point, his 

life, Gardo`s life and Rat`s life changed. The 

bad thing was that the police was after that 

special object. The boys must be courageous 

and fearless. It`s up to them to solve this 

mystery. 

I have learned from this book how poor 

people live. I have also learned that 

corruption is dangerous, and the bad thing is 

that this thing is 

happening more, and 

more these days. Also 

usually dumpsitters eat from what they 

grow, but sometimes when they run out of 

food, or the weather was really bad, they eat 

food from the trash they pick every day. 

They get sick easily, because they can`t 

wash themselves and obviously they eat 

with their hands which are not washed and 

that were in peoples garbage. 

I think that this book is adventurous and 

thrilling, but it`s not my taste because 

it`s…kind of boy-ish. I really do recommend 

it if you like adventurous books. I think I`ll 

give this book to my little brother, because I 

am sure he will love it. But I am going to 

give this book to him when he`s going to be 

in the 4
th

 grade because the language is too 

hard for him and there are a few bad words 

in this book that he doesn`t need to know at 

his age. Anyways, I liked this book, but not 

very much. Again, I recommend it a lot 

because it combines adventure, comedy and 

a little bit of thriller. 

By Ema STANCIU, 5 A 
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BORN TORUN – BY MICHAEL MORPURGO 

Book review 

By Karina MATEI,  6 B 

 

 

"Born to Run'' is a thought provoking book 

about canine love, friendship, sacrifices, 

loyalty, and finding our destiny. The action 

happens in England, split in many homes of 

a poor dog, all temporary. The main 

character is a greyhound called Best Mate, 

Brighteyes, and Paddywack, that has left his 

owners brokenhearted by disappearing from 

their lives. 

 

This suspense-filled book begins when 

Patrick, a broadly smiling boy, rescues Best 

Mate from a canal, among with other 

shivering puppies. He fights for him, and 

they start having a powerful connection. The 

boy discovers its native talent, running. Out 

of the blue, the dog vanishes mysteriously - 

it's kidnapped. 

 

It appears the captor is a cruel poacher, who 

ilegally takes dogs and trains them to win 

canine races. The best race dog is Alfie, 

found in the same canal as Brighteyes but 

abandoned after the rescue. His step-

daughter, Becky, hates his job, and is the 

only one who can see his barbarism. The 

greyhound and the girl become soulmates. 

The plot has an unexpected twist when, 

because of her fear of it being killed by the 

poacher just like Alfie, the two of them 

runnaway from the farm, seeking for the 

better. Unfortunately, Becky gets very ill 

and gives up Brighteyes. 

Its third life begins when Joe finds it 

wandering on the streets. Paddywack got its 

name after Joe's deceased wife's favorite 
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song, something very symbolic. They turn 

into buddies but the depressed dog still 

misses its last owner. The plot reaches a 

dramatic climax when Patrick meets again 

Best Mate. But will the boy recognize his 

loyal friend? Will the story end with a tear 

on the cheek, a sorrowful final? 

Bottom line, ''Born to Run'' is a sensitively 

written life story. I would definitely 

recomend this best-seller because of all the 

lessons I've learnt from it, all of the 

emotions it evokes. 

 

TRASH – BY ANDY MULLIGAN 

Book review  

By  Vlad COSTACHE, 5 B 

          

 

I have just read a 

well written book 

entitled „‟Trash‟‟ 

by Andy Mulligan, 

a British theatre 

director, drama 

teacher, and now 

novelist. The book 

was published in 

October 2010 and is set most likely in the 

Philippines. This book tells the truth that in 

some cases money is more important than 

justice. The author raises issues of 

corruption, poverty; waste, in his exciting 

but also sad tale.  

     One unlucky-lucky day, Raphael, a trash 

boy, finds something very special and 

mysterious. So mysterious and important 

that he and Gardo, his partner, decided to 

keep it, even when the police were offering 

11000 pesos for it. That decision brings with 

it terrifying consequences, because the 

police will do everything to get it back. So 

Raphael and Gardo will need more help so 

they get Rat‟s support, a trash boy that 

knows the whole city! Soon the dump site 

boys must use all their intelligence and 

courage to stay ahead of the police. These 

three boys with no education, parents, 

homes and money decide to solve the 

mystery and right a terrible wrong. And 
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what they‟ll find will be something much, 

much bigger than they ever thought and 

which will endanger their lives. 

     The language is powerful and thrilling. 

The author succeeds not only to make us 

look at these kids, but to make us see how 

wrong people are to ignore these problems. 

These kids have nothing but at the same 

time they have everything: courage, wit, 

strength, honesty etc. The book is not only 

about poverty but also about the distance 

between the poor and the rich. 

     I highly recommend this book because it 

is a heart-pounding, breath-holding novel. In 

my opinion A. Mulligan has written a 

powerful story about unthinkable poverty, 

and about the injustice of life, where a few 

people have everything and want even more 

and the great majority have nothing and 

have to fight for their lives!      

 

749 - the day Katus disappeared 
By David Samson, 4B 

““Today it ought to be a good day” I said to myself. Jane and Aaron are with me in 

the enormous spaceship Alterra. “Come on Katus, get inside the shuttle!”, Jane 

shouted. We all went out and talked about the big day ahead, yes, that was what 

we liked doing, exploring the universe, but when we came back a fire broke out 

and blew up our secondary 

entrance. Our main one was 

nearly destroyed so we had 

to go through it. It was only 

we went through it that we 

suddenly realized that katus 

disappeared! Where could 

he be? Maybe he’s floating 

through space never to be 

seen again…” 

             Alterra journal 

(to be continued) 
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WINTER 

By Damin Kim, 8A 
Winter is here 

The land is covered with snow 

But there is no fear 

Although outside the temperature is low. 

 

Inside the house there is heat 

And the cold doesn’t seem real 

The tables are full of meat 

To give us energy from the meal. 

 

Christmas time is on the way 

The shops are full with people 

Presents will make everyone’s day 

Even if they are old or little. 

 

This season gives me joy 

For it’s my birthday time 

I could have any toy 

But a computer would be just fine. 
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Trash – by andy mulligan 

Book review 

The title of the book that I am reviewing is 

Trash and the author of the book is Andy 

Mulligan. This book is an adventure one, it 

makes you want to read it. The main idea 

that comes out of the book is: Three 

dumpsite boys find just a simple thing, a 

wallet…, but that wallet was not just a 

simple wallet, the police wanted it, it could 

solve a crime. The action takes place in the 

Philippines. The book was published in 

2010.  

Three dumpsite boys, Raphael, Gardoand 

Rat find a wallet that had money in it, that 

night the police came and asked for it, they 

said that it could solve a crime. The boys 

didn‟t give it back, even though they got 

money for it, they wanted to solve the crime 

themselves… After not giving the wallet 

back, the boys got into trouble. The police 

was after Raphael, they wanted to kill him.. 

Will he survive? 

 The book was really well-written and 

the author really made the reader stay next 

to the book until he finished it. The book 

had a dramatic setting, like the police station 

and the jail and it was a dark atmosphere. 

 I loved this book, it was one of the 

best books that I have read because it makes 

you want to read it until you finish it and the 

actions have a really good logic. Don't miss 

it! Read it and enjoy every bit of it!

 

By Catrina TIGANILA, 5 C 
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THE GIVER – BY LOIS LOWRY 

Book review

By Nora STANCU, 7 A

 

The action-packed book “The Giver”, 

written by Lois Lowry, is a science fiction 

novel which describes a community 

characterized by the absence of feelings.The 

story is built around the main character, 

Jonas, a twelve-year old boy who is going to 

receive a job. 

 

The story begins with Jonas‟s feeling of 

apprehension caused by the importance of 

The Ceremony of Twelve, which is going to 

change his life completely. Each member of 

the community was given a number and 

while the numbers were called and told their 

future job, number 19, Jonas‟s number, was 

surprisingly skipped. As a result, he felt 

excluded and thought that his job was 

meaningless. On the contrary, his job was 

the most important one: the receiver of 

memories.The story concentrates on the 

initial impression of living in a utopian 

world. 

The plot is extremely gripping and 

confusing; it also has some hidden meaning 

illustrating deep feelings and emotions, 

which can make the story difficult to follow, 

representing the only downside of the book. 

One of the most fascinating things is the 

way feelings are represented by concrete 

elements of nature such as a sunburn or the 

enthusiasm of riding a sledge, which make 

Jonas able to see colors in a black and white 

world. 

All in all, “The Giver” is worth reading 

since it has a captivating and unusual script 

that keeps the reader‟s attention until the end 

of the book .I would definitely recommend 

this novel as it is a well-written script which 

is going to put you into deep feelings
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Book review 

GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM  

By Catinca IONECI, 8B 

 

"Goodnight Mister Tom" is a children's 

book written by Michelle Magorian, which  

won extraordinary award that is The 

Guardian Award, International Reading 

Association Award and Costa Book Award 

in 2008. 

To start with, the book is about an evacuated 

child, Willie, sent to the countryside into 

Mister Tom's care, but his cruel mother 

wants him back in  London. Will he ever see 

Mister Tom again, In addition, the book is 

way too long, having almost 400 pages and 

it may be hard for a child to read it and 

because of that, it might get a bit boring at 

some point. Also, the negative character, 

Willie's mother, is very harsh and rude with 

Willie and he's traumatized by her actions 

and her sayings which might upset children 

and distract them from the positive aspects 

of the book. 

 

However, besides the negative parts, the 

book has an amazing and positive message 

that will inspire others in their everyday life. 

Also, the story is presented in the middle of 

the World War II which may be fascinating 

for the kids interested in history and also for 

the history lovers. The characters have 

various personalities and they are very well-

built. The story line is very well structured 

and is inspired by real life events. 

In my opinion, the book is extremely 

fascinating and I recommend it to everyone 

who is interested in history and everybody 

who loves reading before going to bed as 

they would be charmed by childhood 

adventures.



34 

 

TRASH- by ANDY MULLIGAN 

EMAIL by LAZAR CATINCA IOANA, 5 B 

Dear Senator Zapanta, 

 My name is Misty Attenborough and I am a marine biologist. I happened to be on 

vacation in Mexico when I passed this dumpsite called Behala. I could’ve passed it carelessly, 

but then I saw something that made me stop. At first, I thought I was dreaming, but then I 

moved closer and saw that there were people there. Children as well. I asked a little boy 

next to me if he lived there. He smiled. Then he nodded. That fact leads me to the main part 

of this email, the reason I’m writing to you. 

In my opinion, you could turn Behala into a residence called Greenfield. I visited that, too. 

You are the only one who has the power to do that. That’s why it’s you I’m writing to. You in 

particular. 

So, an example of what you could do is building actual houses in Behala. Take the trash away 

and create a new dumpsite in which nobody (except workers) are allowed to set a foot. And 

you could be elected for that! 

Think of all the children sifting through the trash. They are cursed to stay there all their lives. 

It’s like in Harry Potter. You could be Harry and make the curse break. You could give them 

food to eat, make a restaurant, a neighbourhood. The prize is the wonderful feeling of 

accomplishment. It may not seem a lot, but, trust me, it is. 

Every kid will thank you. You’ll see. It’s marvellous, feeling all that pride burst into you. 

Convince people not to ignore those from Behala; those wonderful people. 

As far as I’m concerned, you won’t do this alone. Everybody will want to help you, I’m sure.   

Sincerely, 

Misty Attenborough 
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TRASH by Andy Mulligan 

Email by Vasile Matei, 5 A 

 

Dear Mr. Senator, 

 

My name is Federico Pasquareli and I am the king of Spain.Last week,I 

had a bussines meeting in Behala.The hotel and the service of it were 

great.Before the meeting,I  visited the city and of course I saw the dumpsite 

that everyone is talking about. 

I want to point out that the smell was horrible.All the people that live there 

don’t have conditions for a normal life.Don’t worry,we can build a residence 

instead of the dumpsite.I think this project could make your city look 

better.Here are some great pro reasons about the project. 

Firstly,if we manage to build the residence the dumpsite children would get 

educated,the future of Behala is very important.Then,it would reduce 

polution.Behala would be very clean.The tourists will definetly appreciate that. 

Another reason is that it would shelter many homeless people.They would have a 

much better life.I will pay 40% of the final cost because I know how happy 

the homeless people would be.Here is a counter argument. I know that it would 

be hard to find temporary houses for the dumpsiters but we can figure out what 

we can do easily. 

In conclusion, if we manage to put all of this together it would be an amazing 

project. 

With respect, King Federico 
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Feeling blue... 

By Mara Andreea Pietruschevici, 8A 

 

The fall is coming here 

In the park and near 

My soul and my body 

I feel sad, not happy. 

 

Birds are dancing in the rain 

And telling their pain. 

They are leaving us today 

And fly, fly far away. 

 

The leaves are falling down, 

The trees are also brown. 

I am looking for the summer days 

Shading tears on my ways. 

 

Deep down in our souls 

We are frozen and the owls, 

There in the woods, 

Dream of even darker hallows... 
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TRASH by ANDY MULLIGAN 

Email by ISACHE FALUB CARLA MARIA, 5 A 

         

Dear Mr.Zapanta, 

I’m a poor girl who lives in Behala. My name is Sophie. I work here in Behala every day and 

every night. I’m red with anger about the smell in here and because sometimes we need to feed 

ourselves with the food that we hardly find in the trash. I’m writing to inform you about something 

very important to us. Here are some reasons why you should turn Behala dumpsite into a Greenfield 

Residence. 

Firstly, in my opinion you need to turn Behala in a Residence because you will get more 

popular and probably people will vote you as president. Behala dumpsite is a beautiful place but 

without all this trash. 

Secondly, it would change our life in a happier one because we would have human 

conditions, and I think you don’t want to see poor people everywhere you go. We would also go to 

school but now we have to work here, in the trash. Miss Olivia Wetson teaches all the children but 

she doesn’t have time for all of us. I think you have some money to help us. If you build beautiful 

apartments you will get lots of money out of this business because now, many people would like to 

buy an apartment. 

On the one hand it will be good because the city will not be so polluted, but on the other 

hand you don’t know exactly where you will move the dumpsite. What would happen if you didn’t 

turn Behala dumpsite in a Residence…I’ll tell you and nobody will like and vote you. And this is only 

the part that interests you. 

Finally, you should do what you consider, but give it a second though. Please, Please….! At 

this moment you are the only person that could turn our life in to a better one.  

Sincerely, 

Sophie Carson 
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TRASH by Andy Mulligan 

Email by Arion Robu Tudor, 

5 B 

Dear Senator Zapanta, 

 

I`m writing to you as a neighbour of Behala dumpsite. My name is Harry Coman 

and I work as a doctor dentist, in Behala.I tend to think that if you are going to 

turn Behala into a residence, you can make lots of money, if you take this idea 

into consideration. 

 

Secondly I think you will say that is very expensive, but if you convince the 

manager of the prison, convicts could work at the building yard.Then, the trash 

could be buried in the ground or you could burn it.Do you know how hard is to 

live in trash? I know what it is like because when I was a child, I was a trash boy. 

 

Now imagine you were in their 

shoes! Do you like it? I don`t think 

so. After all of this reasons are you 

going to change your mind? If not, I 

have one more ace up in my sleeve. 

You are a powerful man in this 

society and you might be thinking 

that this plan it`s a downfall for you 

in the idea of money, but you can 

tax the water and the electricity.  

 

I hope you will choose the best way. 

 

 Yours  sincerely, 

Harry Coman 
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TRASH  by ANDY MULLIGAN 

Email by TOMA SISAK, 5B 

 

Dear Senator Zapanta, 

                  My name is Thomas 

McWood and I am considered to be the 

best lawyer in Behala. I am writing to you 

today because every day when I go to 

work I see children working in garbage 

there, and I can’t imagine how hard their life must be. Also, rumour has it that in 

5 months there are the elections. 

                  Firstly, I might be wrong but almost everyone in Behala has got a roof 

above their heads, except them. 

                  Secondly, local people feel that they should have a good mayor, and 

here is where you, Sir, could show up and turn Behala Dumpsite into a 

Greenfield Residence for them. Why on Earth should you do that? Imagine 

Mister Senator, what is like reading a newspaper which says the following ‘Senator 

Zapanta turns Behala Dumpsite into a Greenfield Residence’ 

                   On the other hand, I’ve heard people complaining about the smell in 

the whole city, and you can change that and I’m a 100 % sure that you will be 

elected as mayor. 

                    On the other hand, the soil could be easily worked, and it would be 

much easier doing this project while the people from there could help you 

because I talked to them and they said they’ll do anything to help you. 

                     Obviously, this could be the biggest neighborhood 

in Behala and people from foreign countries could rent houses 

while they are here. 

                      If these plans go ahead, you could be famous for 

this thing. Hope you’ll agree with this project 

         SINCERELY,          

THOMAS McWOOD 
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TRASH- by ANDY MULLIGAN 

EMAIL by MIRSOLESCU ALEXIA, 5 A 
 

Dear Mr. Zapanta, 

I am Olivia Weston, a volunteer that is teaching children from Behala Dumpsite. I 

have been living there for some months and I’m disgusted about that mess and poor 

children. People eat expired food and wear dirty old clothes. Sometimes, I’m asking myself if 

you can stand watching them like that. Many people die there because they don’t have 

where to sleep or what to eat. I’ve also heard some rumours about this place. Here are some 

examples why we should turn Behala Dumpsite into a Residence. 

Firstly, I tend to think that if we turned the Dumpsite into a Residence we would have a 

bigger number of citizens and we could reach the top of 10 best countries in the world if all 

of them had jobs. 

Secondly, I’d like to point out that turning Dumpsite into something extraordinary could be 

beneficial for you. If we could shelter many people, the senator will become a hero. 

Then, I might be wrong, but we could offer them jobs such as cleaners or housekeepers, etc. 

At the end, we could get cleaner streets and like I’ve said earlier, we can reach the top of 10 

best countries. 

You know that poor people are usually thankful and I’m sure that they will reward the 

senator back. 

On the other hand, the bad side of this idea is that we would need some sponsors and they 

are hard to find. But don’t worry, I have already thought about this and found nearly 5. 

Needless to say that I have also saved a high sum of money for this project. 

So, I think that turning 

Behala Dumpsite into 

Behala Residence would 

give us many benefits. 

Think twice before you 

answer! 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Weston 
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                          What will future cities look like? 

By Alexia Stanese, 8A 

Eventually cities will suffer some drastic changes, such as flying machines, an 

increase in population and I am certain that the teaching techniques will 

advance even more into what Einstein would call our “modern society “ in 

which everybody is pursued to think in the same way .Do you think our urban 

areas will change in a negative or positive way in the future? 

First of all, one of the things that will certainly change is how people will act 

and their mindset. For example, if the youth won’t do something to prove to 

the world that the LGBT community, the black people, the emigrants etc. are 

humans too ,that love is love and that white people should stop being the top 

priority. Than this 

world isn’t one in 

which I would want 

to live neither my 

future kids. My 

greatest wish is that 

equality can come 

forward and this 

place we call home, 

will be how it should have been from the start, peaceful.  

Second of all, hopefully the paintings buildings “modern art “ will still be there. 

I’m not talking about graffiti but about actual well-thought-of paintings. So 

beautiful that you just want to stare at them for hours, taking photos and 

discussing about what the story behind each of them is. Once with their 

disappearance, a big chunk of our generation’s history, feelings, and 

environmental problems will vanish too. 

All in all, I think that if in the future everybody 

is accepted then I would be more than 

delighted to be a part of it. I have faith in 

people and their ability to make this world a 

better one. 
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 MY WINTER HOLIDAY 

My Winter Holiday was very nice. Let’s tell you why! 

On Christmas Eve I was very happy, because Santa brought 

me all the gifts I wanted. 

After five days I went to the mountains with my family to 

celebrate the New Year.  New Year’s Eve night was magical. 

Back home I met all my friends. I was glad that it was 

snowing in Bucharest. Together with my friends I built a 

house in the snow. Two hours later, the house was huge 

and we could play in it. 

It was a beautiful and interesting holiday!  

 

By Vlad Ceanga, class 3B 

 

 

 

This winter holiday I went to my grandparents. 

There I played with my cousin and together 
we made a tunnel in the snow.   After that we 
took our sleighs and we played with the 
children. 

 I made a snowman with my grandparents. It 
had a big, orange carrot as a nose and two 
black eyes made from carbon.  My grandma 
put a big pot on its head.  

Grandpa gave me two branches to put them as 
arms for the snowman. Then, my grandma and 
I made vanilla cookies and chocolate trees for 
Christmas. 

All day long I played with my grandparents’ 
dogs outside, in the snow. Lucy is the 
youngest one and she is very naughty.   

I spent all the time at my grandparents’ house 
and it was great! 

 

        By Ariana Horps, class 3B 
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Super Winter Holiday 

By Meri Korin Rachel, class 3B 

Let me tell you about my Super Winter Holiday. 

In the first week, I went to the Frozen Land in Austria with my 

mom, dad and some friends. It was cold, windy and there was 

a lot of snow. We skied all day long, we celebrated one of our 

friend’s birthday and we enjoyed the beautiful sunny days with 

shiny snow and perfect slopes.  

We arrived home the day before Christmas. We made all the 

preparations very fast and efficiently: the cookies and the food 

were delicious and at the party we sang carols and had fun.  

I also met Santa. It was a real pleasure to meet him. He brough 

me a doctor kit and my brother, David, a toy with animals that 

he enjoyed a lot. But David did not like to see him. Santa was 

too big for him! 

After a few days, my mom and dad made me a big surprise. 

They invited my lovely aunt and her daughter from Israel to 

Buchares, just to make me happy. We celebrated together the 

New Year’s Eve by having fun and dancing.  

It was the most incredible winter holiday in my whole life! 

 

Sunny Apple’s  Winter Holiday 

by Petru Teodor Alexandru, class 3B 

If you want to know who Sunny Apple is,  

well, that’s me! 

 

      First, we prepared for Christmas.We adorned the 

house with shiny, gloss and colorful decorations. After  

that, our apartment looked like Santa’s place. 

Marvellous and bright! Something glittered in every 

corner. I  liked this very much! 

      In the first week of the holiday, we bought the 

Christmas tree.We decorated it with: tinsel, old and new 

globes, little figures of angels, Santa Clauses and 
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reindeer, lights, cinnamon sticks and mushroom candles. 

In the evening, my brother woke up at 2,00 a.m. and found the presents. 

He yelled and laughed, so we got up quickly. 

     Santa Claus was discrete, fast and very generous.We received many 

gifts: „Nerf” guns, books, PS4 games, movies and toys. I really appreciate 

the fact that Santa brought us our favourite things. Santa was brilliant this 

Christmas! 

      Then we celebrated the New Year’s Eve at our mountain house at 

Breaza. It was enchanting!!! We played football because it was a very 

sunny winter. In 4 or 5 days we reconstructed bloody historical battles of 

World War I and World War II.We spent the New Year with some 

firefly fireworks and with a lovely champagne. 

       I bet that you want a holiday like this one too! 

The end! 

 

Do we rely too much on computers these 

days? 
Today’s population is spending exponentially more time on the 
computer, at work or at home. Computers are becoming an 
essential part of life, but is this a good thing? 

To begin with, most students get material for their assignments 
of the internet. While the information in a book has been fact-checked, anybody 
can post an article on-line. I believe books are a better source of informational 
material, but that doesn’t mean computers aren’t a good one as long as you are 
careful enough. 

Furthermore, advances in technology made communication a lot easier. A large 
amount of businesses have started using computers as their primary way to stay 
organized and ensure that everybody is working at their full potential. This is a 
positive thing and helps us stay productive. 
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Lastly, online shops like Amazon are making shopping more convenient for 
everybody.  Because online shopping is universal, people have access to a bigger 
range of products. I think this is amazing since one has access to many new 
products from different cultures. 

To conclude, the vast amount of information, ease of use, communication and 
online shopping contribute to making the computer an essential part of life. I don’t 
think that we rely too much on computers since there aren’t any alternatives out 
there. 

By FilipCorlan, class 7A 

 

 

TWENTY-ONE AND CAVERNS 

By Stefania Enache, 7B 
 

 

Stephanie walked into the room and 
everyone turned to look at her. Maeve 
and Celyn grinned and waved, beckoning 
her over. Stephanie's lips curled in a 
smile and she started walking towards 
them, ignoring the others looking at her. 
 
She sat down next to Mauve, opened her 
backpack and handed her an old 
envelope. Maeve looked at Stephanie 
inquiringly, then opened the envelope, 
took the paper from inside it and started 
reading the letter. While reading, her 
eyes started widening and widening, 
until they were the size of her fist. 
 
Stephanie scribbled on a piece of paper 
and slid it to Maeve. The blonde kept 
staring through the paper, so Celyn took 
the note. 
 
Go after school? 
 
Celyn pondered for a second, then 
nodded vigorously. Stephanie tapped 
Maeve on the shoulder, and the blonde 
moved her stare on the red-headed girl. 
 
“Come?” Stephanie mouthed. 
 
Maeve continued staring for a few 

seconds, then nodded irresolutely. 
 
Stephanie smiled triumphantly. 
 
“Are you sure it's a good idea?” Celyn 
asked. 
 
“No. But that's the fun part, isn't it?” 
Stephanie said, grinning. 
 
Stephanie rolled up her khaki jacket's 
sleeves, picked a hairpin from her red 
braided hair and started picking the lock. 
After a couple of minutes, her blue eyes 
sparkling with excitement and smiling 
triumphantly, she said: 
 
“Done!” and started adjusting her 
earphone. 
“Do you hear me, Maeve?” she asked. 
“Y-yeah… got your six, don't worry.” 
“I won't.” “Celyn, hand me the torch.” 
“Here. Why do you have a torch in your 
school backpack?” 
“For situations like this!” she said. 
“Maeve, come!” 
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“On my way.” 
 
Stephanie turned on the torch and 
stepped in the room. She took a few 
steps, then kneeled and touched the 
floor. It was made of cobblestone and had 
moss between the rocks. 
 
Maeve and Celyn stepped next to her, 
with their phones' flashlights turned on. 
Stephanie stood up. 
“Did you close the door?” she whispered. 
“Yes.” Celyn answered. 
“Good. Come.” 
 
Stephanie started walking further, Maeve 
and Celyn hot at her heels. 
 
“Decrease your flashlight's light.” 
 
Celyn and Maeve did so, while Stephanie 
did the same thing with her torch's light. 
 
They continued walking, then went 
around a corner and found themselves in 
a circular room with a circle of candles 
inside. 
 
“Creepy” said Celyn. Maeve looked on the 
very edge of fainting. 
 
“21.” Stephanie counted. “The number of 
the witches. It means we're close.” 
 
“Stephanie,” Celyn said hesitatingly, “are 
you still sure you want to do this?” 
 
But Stephanie wasn't listening anymore. 
She tightened her grip around the torch 
and walked further. She stopped right 
before the circle of candles. She took a 
deep breath, then took a pebble from her 
pocket and threw it in the circle. She 
started counting, and when she reached 
21, the stone slowly lifted from the 
ground, then suddenly increased her 
speed and hit the ceiling, shattering in 
dust particles. 
 
Stephanie's eyes widened in horror. 
 
“JESUS CHRIST!” Maeve yelled. 

 
Stephanie started walking around the 
circle of candles, then turned to look at 
Maeve and Celyn. 
 
“I'm going further with or without you!” 
she said, then turned and continued 
walking. 
 
After a few seconds, Celyn caught up with 
Stephanie, panting. 
 
“Where's Maeve?” Stephanie asked. 
 
“She turned back.” Celyn said, still 
catching her breath. “Her legs had turned 
to jelly. She couldn't go further.” 
 
“I understand. You don't need to expla...” 
she suddenly stopped. “Do you hear 
that?” 
 
For a few seconds, Celyn couldn't hear 
anything. She opened her mouth to tell 
Stephanie so, then she heard it too. Three 
pairs of feet scrapping and someone 
screaming through a piece of cloth. 
 
“They've got Maeve...” whispered Celyn. 
 
“Not for long.” said Stephanie. 
 
The red head started walking, but she 
was saved from sure death by Celyn, who 
grabbed Stephanie's arm before she 
could fall into the chasm. Stephanie 
gulped. 
 
“Thanks.” she said 
 
“Anytime.” 
 
They looked around for any 
way to pass over the abyss, 
and they saw that on the 
right wall there was a kind 
of a path. Stephanie ran to 
it and started climbing 
rapidly. She reached the 
path, then helped Celyn up. 
 
With their backs against 
the wall, they started 
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passing over. Suddenly, Celyn slipped and 
fell. Stephanie threw herself over, feet 
first. Celyn grabbed hold of her right foot, 
while Stephanie gripped the edge of the 
path and held herself and Celyn from 
falling. 
 
“We're even now.” Celyn laughed. 
 
Stephanie laughed and pressed herself 
and Celyn against the wall. She stuck her 
left foot in the sticky mud of the wall and 
hauled herself higher. Celyn stuck her 
right foot in the mud and lifted herself, 
then she stuck her left one in the wall 
and climbed higher. She grabbed hold of 
Stephanie's other foot so she could lift 
them. Like this, they hauled themselves 
over the edge on the path. They didn't 
stop for catching their breath until they 
reached normal ground. Stephanie took a 
bottle of water from her backpack and 
shared it with Celyn. Then, they waited 
for a couple of minutes to catch their 
breath. 
 
Stephanie stood up and helped Celyn 
stand, then started waking further. 
 
They walked for about half an hour, then 
they reached a huge cavern lighted by 
thousands of candles. In the middle, 
there was a square made of burning 
coals. In the cave there were dozens of 
cloaked figures, all of them dressed in 
black except for the one standing in front 
of everyone, including Maeve, whose eyes 
seemed to pop out because of how 
widened they were. The person in front 
of her was dressed in red, the exact shade 
of blood and burning coals. He was 
yelling. 
 
“Now, we're going to sacrifice this 
primitive human's pure soul to awaken 
our spirits for once and forever!” he was 
screaming. 
 
Stephanie started sneaking around them, 
trying to reach Maeve. She grabbed her 
pocket knife and started cutting the 
ropes Maeve was tied with. Quietly, she 
started guiding her around the group of 

cloaked figures. She had almost reached 
the exit when He realized that Maeve was 
gone. 
 
“The human! It's gone!” he yelled. 
 
Before Stephanie had time to understand 
what had just happened, Celyn popped 
up out of nowhere. 
 
“Hey, applehead! Come get me!” she 
yelled and started running in the 
opposite direction from Maeve and 
Stephanie. 
 
Stephanie started running like crazy, 
dragging Maeve after her, while He and 
the cloaked figures ran after Celyn. 
 
Stephanie reached the door that led out 
of the first room, the cobblestone one, 
opened it hastily, pushed Maeve out and 
then followed her. She closed the door, 
forgetting the note behind. It fluttered 
lonely the words sparkling in the dark. 
 
 Coalcloak, 
 You can bring the pure soul at the 
awakening ceremony in the Cavern of the 
Thousand Candles under the human's 
school. 
    
 Bloodcloak 
 
Stephanie slid herself down the closed 
door and took a deep breath, Maeve 
sitting next to her. The red-haired girl 
closed her eyes, then opened them when 
she sensed someone next to her. She 
looked up at the girl who was leaning on 
the wall, smiling knowingly. Stephanie 
smiled also. 
 
“Missed me?”,Celyn asked. 
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The future of the cities 

By Saidac Ioana Maria, 8A 

 

Everything will change in the future, even cities will look different. Maybe the 

roads will disappear because of the flying cars. Have you ever wondered what 

future cities will be like? 

Firstly, I think future cities will have some similarities with the cities today. I 

belive that in the future urban areas will be as crowded as today. I imagine that 

because of all factories and cars the area will be as polluted. 

Secondly, the time passing will make a lot of changes in the cities. In a few 

years maybe the roads will disappear because of the invention of flying cars. 

The roads will become runways. In the not too distant future, every building 

will have lots of solar panels, to sustain the production of energy. In 50 years 

from now, the shops will disappear. People will do shopping online and then 

the products will be teleported in their house. One day, children wouldn't need 

to go to school to learn, a chip will be invented that will contain every 

information that they need to know. 

In conclusion, cities will suffer major changes in the future. People will have 

completely different lifestyles regarding transportation, shopping or education.

 

 

 Flying cars all over the city! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2xvKFvNHRAhXDyRoKHfkuBBUQjRwIBw&url=http://psipunk.com/flying-cars-audi-calamaro-flying-concept-car-takes-future-design-competitions-to-higher-level/&psig=AFQjCNEIsmjpigrHhHlKjfUZcYD-9SK6aQ&ust=1485027257578744
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Red Alert! 

by Andra Vasile and Teodor Stancu, class 10 

 

Nothing could have prepared me for what I had to do next. I had to get between my 

best friends, who were fighting, and stop them. But how could I, without it looking 

like I’ m picking sides? 
 
We started the day normally, cheerful and smiling, but it came trembling down at 

lunch. We were heading outside to eat in the schoolyard and even if it was a frosty 

winter day, the sun was showing its beams. Tiny trembling snowflakes were 

spreading all over the atmosphere. One could feel the wind whooshing around your 

years and the smell of fresh snow. There were children fighting with huge 

snowballs that were flying like bullets in space. 
 
Then the stricking thing happened! 
 
Suddenly, Mary slipped on the icy ground and her lunch tray flew high into the 

air and landed on Anna with a loud crash. 
 
Boom!Splash! 
 
A loud high-pitched scream came just before Anna dropped her tray and went to 

clean herself with snow.Maria ran to Anna to help her. All of a sudden, Anna 

punched her in the face and a drop of blood blooped from her nose on the freezings-

cold ice. Anna was red with embarrassment and she was huffing and puffing. 
 
Everyone went quiet. 
 
Anna reached her hand out to pull at Mary’ s long, blond hair, but the other girl 

slapped her hand away, sending it back faster than it came. 
 
The silence was deafening and when I finally spoke, my voice seemed to get louder 
than before. 
 
‘Please apologise to each other’ I started 

sternly. ’There is no reason to fight!’. Mary 

did not throw her tray at you and you got 

mad for no reason. The stain will come off. 

In the meantime lets get you changed’. 
 
Mary hugged Anna tightly and they 
realised they got mad for no reason. 
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'Goodnight, Mister Tom’ by Michelle Magorian 

Book Review by Sabina Toader, VIII B 

 

Goodnight-Mister Tom is written by Michelle Magorian whose first ambition was to be an 

actress.This children's book has won the Guardian Award and the International Reading 

Association Award.This book was published in 1981 by Kestrel Books. 

The book presents the story of an evacuated child who's called William.He is sent to the 

countryside to an old man named Tom Oakley.After some time of living with Mr. Tom, Willie's 

mother summons him to the bombed city of London.Will he remain with his cruel mother or he 

will be sent again to Mr. Tom? 

On one hand, one of the things that I didn't likewas that the book contains some hard words and 

the kids will not understand.For example „wireless‟ doesn't mean the same thing as it means in 

our days.Wireless in the book is a radio on which people are listening to find information about 

the war. The only aspect of the action that I disliked was that when Willie came back to London, 

his mother treated him and his little sister horribly. 

On the other hand, there are a lot of things I like about this book. Firstly, the characters are well 

build, especially Willie's mother 'which' is a very monstrous character but gives this story a taste. 

In addition, I love that the action is based on WWII. For me this topic is very interesting and I 

think a lot of people enjoy this topic. Another thing that I like is that it presents a connection that 

is made between two strangers, Mr. Tom and Willie. At first they don't get on well, but in the 

final part Willie loves Mr. Tom like a father. 

To conclude this, I strongly recommend you to read this book because you will find yourself for 

sure in one of the characters,and it presents a very beautiful relationship between Mr. Tom and 

Willie. 
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‚ Goodnight  Mister Tom’ by Michelle Magorian 

BOOK REVIEW by Saidac Ioana Maria, VIII A 

 

''Goodnight  Mister Tom'' is a fiction book written by the famous writer Michelle 

Magorian. The novel was first published in 1981 and republished in 2014 by Puffin 

Books. 

Firstly in the middle of the action is William Beech. He was sent to live with Mister 

Tom in the countryside,because London was attacked. After a while when Willie 

started to accomodate with Tom Oakely and his dog Sammy his cruel mother 

summond him back to the horibble war which had torn London. Will he ever see 

Mister Tom again? 

On the one hand,the novel has some negative aspects. One of them is one of the 

characters Willie's mother. Her problem is that she is too cruel for what a mom 

should be. She is a horibble mother,because she hits her kid with a belt . Another 

negative  aspect is that the concept of a 

broken family appears in the novel. 

Willie dosen't have a father and   his 

mother is mentaly sick. 

On the other hand ,the book has a lot of 

positive aspects. The story is written in a 

simple manner and it's easy to 

understand. The action is interesting 

and full of big changes of the situation. I 

also like the fact that subject of World 

War is treated in the background. 

In conclusion, I would recommend this 

book to people who like reading novels 

based on the World War. This story 

would appeal to all ages from kids to 

grownups,because it's an amazing story of a deprived child,Willie, who was 

evacuated to the countryside,leaving his broken family behind. 
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Cities 

of the 

future 
 

By SABINA TOADER, 8A 

   

 Future more sophisticated buildings 

In our days cities are very complex: they have skyscrapers and a lot of beautiful 

buildings but de major problem is the pollution. Do you think that in the future we will 

use just electric cars? Have you ever wondered how cities of the future will look? 

Nowadays cars are polluting too much. There are some people who use electric cars but 

it's not enough. In the future we may use cars that fly. Let's hope that flying cars will not 

pollute and they will be eco-friendly. The beneficial part is that people do not need pilot 

training because the cars will fly themselves. Like in cities today, in future cities there 

will be people that will not care about polluting but we need to try to make them 

understand how important is to save the planet. 

Architecture has involved a lot. If we continue in this direction, cities in the future will 

look like ones from movies. Buildings will be made out of glass and they will use solar 

panels, but what about skyscrapers? Maybe they will be even bigger than they are now. 

In my opinion, in the future everything will be very practical, for example we may work, 

live, shop, all in one building. 

In conclusion, I really think that cities of the future will be better from all points of view, 

we just have to involve a little bit more and cities of the future will look just how we 

dream 
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1984 – by GEORGE ORWELL 

Book review 

 

This well-written bookis a dystopian novel 

based on the writer‟s prediction towards the 

development of the world. It is a story set in 

Great Britain in a world in which war is a 

constant issue and everyone is controlled by 

The Inner Party with its powerful leader, Big 

Brother. 

The story is focused on the main character, 

Winston Smith, and its feelings towards the 

totalitarian system which keeps control over 

the entire world. Winston Smith, member of 

The Outer Party, decides to create a diary, as 

expressing feelings and thinking 

independently were prohibited. He secretly 

feels hate towards The Party and his desire 

of rebellion increases as time goes by. When 

Winston falls in love with Julia, a member 

of the Junior Anti-Sex League, he has to 

break the rules of the society because loving 

someone and feeling physical attraction for 

were completely forbidden.Telescreens were 

everywhere so that Big Brother could watch 

everyone, illustrating the severe period 

controlled by a totalitarian system. 

The plot is suspense-filled, making the 

reader feel pity for the main character, 

Winston Smith, but not only. The dramatic 

and violent ways of punishment Winston 

gets trough, lead to a completely 

unpredictable ending. The descriptive 

paragraphs reflect effectively the harsh 

period with its horrifying methods of 

controlling people‟s understanding by 

physical torture.However, one of the 

downsides of the book is the coarse 

background of it, which cannot be 

understood by everyone. 

All in all, it is worth reading it, since it has a 

strong plot which is sensitively written, 

reflecting some impressive meanings 

towards the totalitarian system.The 

complexity of the novel is striking, making 

the story a stirring and thought-provoking 

one. 

By Teodora STANCU, class 10 
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UNFORGETTABLE 

By Daria Pop, 4B 

 The sun was shining. It was a hot day. The water was pretty cold. 

The girl was sitting on a  rock. She was crying. When she stopped she heard  a   voice.  It 

was mum`s voice.  She went to the water.  She didn`t know how to swim.  She went into 

the water.  She saw something in the water. She wanted to touch it but that thing 

grabbed her hand and pulled her into the water.  The two brothers didn`t know where the 

girl was. They searched for her. She was nowhere. 

One day one of the brothers heard a scream.  He ran and he saw his brother turning into 

smoke. He screamed and shouted but it was too late.  Then he saw something in the 

water. It was his sister but she was not able to move. In the water there was something 

big and black.  He didn`t know what it was so he stepped back. He started to run. He 

was so scared.  Suddenly, looking down, he saw a huge spider on his right leg. 

The alarm clock rang and the boy woke up. He was scared. He saw his brother in the 

bed. It was just a dream. They woke up and went to school. It was weird. He had a big 

painful red spot on his leg and he saw a big dark spot on his sister‟s shoulder… 
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Lucy’s mystery 

By Malina Necula, 4B 

 

Once upon a time in Japan there was a girl who was slower than a turtle, 

slower than a snail, and slower than everything! Her name was Lucy. She 

fought with the bad kids that laughed at her 

because she had a problem: she was so 

slow! 

Lucy lived in a small house. There was 

no doctor that could discover her 

problems. She couldn’t walk and she 

couldn’t play with others. 

One day she 

disappeared! No 

one could know 

where she was, even 

her mom and dad. So 

her parents adopted another 

child... She was 

a baby 

girl and 

her name was Mary. When she grew up she 

found Lucy where Mary usually played with her 

friends under a 

tree. Lucy was there but she was dead. 

Mary showed her body to her parents 

but it was too late. They never knew 

where she was all that time... 
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By Ana Ilinca Mocanu, 8 A 

 

When little snowflakes are flying in the air  

You know Winter is almost there. 

When kids are playing outside  

All over there are snowmen by your side.  

Christmas is all over the world  

Little coloured lights are curled  

And shining at night  

Making my soul bright. 

Snow and cold weather 

Makes you wear a sweater. 

Hopes and dreams become reality                  

Under the Christmas tree 

Winter is one of my favorite seasons  

And I have reasons,  

Maybe Santa could be one  

But I guess it is all just about the fun.  
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Laughter 

Zone 
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Q: What do you get from sitting on the ice too long? 
A: Polaroids!  
 
Q: What's an ig? 
 A: A snow house without a loo!  
 
Q: Getting a job in the Arctic in the winter is great! Why?  
A: When the days get short, you only have to work a 30 
minute work week.  
 
Q: Why do seals swim in salt water?  
A: Because pepper water makes them sneeze!  
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